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Abstract 

Li 2007 grounds her research on Coleman’s social theory of family capital (Coleman, 1988, 

1990). Coleman explains his theory around the family dynamics for children’s educational 

attainment. He provides three distinct forms which includes capital-physical or financial 

capital, human capital and social capital. By the first, he means the financial status of a family 

plays a role in the children’s language learning because they can send their kids to good public 

schools, can buy books and CDs for them and so on. By human capital he maintains the 

educational background of the parents and by social capital he suggests the social environment 

given to children outside the school. This study argues that classrooms are the sole reason for 

a child’s language learning development. In fact, it is governed more by the above-mentioned 

factors. These three factors are interrelated and can be dealt in the same way. Among the four 

families that were studied, two of them were in academics and two of them were in their 

restaurant business. The first two families didn’t have much money and they were surviving 

either on assistance money for the University or by doing some menial part time job. But they 

managed to provide children’s book to their kids, used public library and spent quality time 

with their kids to teach them English vocabularies and stories. The other two business families 

were better in their financial condition, but because of the lack of parental education, they 

didn’t spend time in teaching their kids. They were rather busy in their business and kids were 

left unsupervised. Consequently they couldn’t communicate well in English and had only 

limited social exposure to English language. Li concludes by saying that it is not the financial 

condition of a family but the way money is being spent that matters to the children’s second 

language learning. She emphasizes on the human capital and social capital as it is important 

for the parents to understand that their children need supervision and social exposure, visits to 

libraries and fairs to improve their second language. 
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